The role of the general dental practitioner (GDP) in the management of abuse of vulnerable adults.
Abuse of vulnerable adults is largely under reported. The most common forms of abuse amongst this group are neglect and financial abuse, although an individual may be at risk of any or all forms of abuse. Certain individuals are at an increased risk of abuse due to their domestic environment and any physical or mental disability they may have. Vulnerable adults constitute a significant proportion of the population. GDPs should be aware of the signs of abuse, to be able to identify those individuals at risk, and how and when to raise concerns of abuse to social services.